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RECOGNIZING RODRIC J. MYERS’ 

40 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 
U.S. CONGRESS 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 14, 2013 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize a Hoosier and a very dedicated 
public servant, Mr. Rodric Myers, who is retir-
ing after serving Congress for more than 40 
years. 

Rod Myers grew up in my hometown of Indi-
anapolis, Indiana and graduated from 
Shortridge High School. He comes from a 
family tradition of serving others and helping 
his community. His mother, Susie Myers, who 
was 100 years old when she died last year, 
was beloved by our community after teaching 
generations of public school and Sunday 
School students. Rod’s brother, Bud, currently 
serves Indianapolis as the Director of our Pub-
lic Housing Authority, but once served on Cap-
itol Hill as the Chief of Staff to Congress-
woman Barbara Jordan. 

Rod followed his brother to Washington and 
was nominated to the U.S. Capitol Police 
Force by another great Hoosier, Congressman 
Andy Jacobs in 1972. Rod started as a uni-
formed patrol officer serving at the Capitol and 
eventually became the Administrative Spe-
cialist for the entire Capitol Division, with re-
sponsibilities for approximately 100 officers, in-
cluding the daily roster assignment of officers. 
During his 29 years with the Capitol Police, 
Rod prided himself on promoting a disciplined 
force and keeping this campus safe. In 2001, 
Rod was appointed to serve as the Director of 
House Garages and Parking Security under 
the House Sergeant at Arms, where he served 
until his retirement this month. During his 
years of service in the House, Rod had the 
honor of working 10 Presidential Inaugurations 
and 40 State of the Union Addresses. 

I have had the privilege to work directly with 
Rod on several occasions since coming to 
Congress. Earlier this year, my staff and I ran 
into a glitch when moving from the Cannon 
Building to Rayburn Building. We assumed it 
would be a time-consuming, bureaucratic 
nightmare. But with a quick trip downstairs 
and a conversation with Rod, everything was 
corrected. This is just one occasion and, in 
fact, he served the House well 9/11, during 
the anthrax attacks, and even during an earth-
quake. But this one instance, like others I 
have had over the years, illustrates just what 
this institution is losing in Rod Myers—a com-
mitted, efficient public servant. 

His 40 years of service to the House have 
been distinguished by his professionalism and 
dedication to ensuring that the People’s House 
remains safe, strong and always available for 
our constituents. Though we will miss him, we 
congratulate him on his much deserved retire-
ment and wish him the very best. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN KLINE 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 13, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1960) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2014 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chair, I rise today in support 
of my bipartisan amendment to the National 
Defense Authorization Act. The Kline-Hunter- 
Andrew-Polis amendment ensures the stu-
dents I serve in Minnesota and throughout 
classrooms around the Nation are treated 
equally and given the same opportunities to 
enlist in the Armed Forces. 

Currently, students who earn a high school 
diploma from charter schools, home schools, 
schools that use blended learning models, and 
other means of virtual education are required 
to score significantly higher on the Armed 
Forces Qualification Test than students en-
rolled in traditional secondary schools. 

This policy, continued by the Department of 
Defense, disregards congressional intent es-
tablished in the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2012. 

Mr. Chair, as you know it is imperative that 
the recruiting and selection policies for enlist-
ment are not only fair and consistent, but also 
in step with the evolution of the way our na-
tion’s students achieve a high school diploma. 

Despite studies that show education creden-
tial tiers do not consistently reflect the attrition 
patterns of recruits, DOD continues to insist 
where you receive your education is the single 
best predictor of your ability to successfully 
adapt to service. 

The bipartisan Kline-Hunter-Andrews-Polis 
amendment would put DOD back in line with 
the law and require them to set recruitment 
and enlistment policies that end this discrimi-
natory requirement. 

As Chairman of the House Committee on 
Education and Workforce, a member of the 
Armed Services Committee, and a retired Ma-
rine Colonel, I have a unique and fortunate 
position to ensure the young men and women 
enlisting in our Armed Forces have the best 
opportunity to support the defense of our na-
tion. 

Mr. Chair, the continuous innovation in edu-
cation requires the adaptation of our recruiting 
policies. I urge my colleagues to support the 
dream of military service for all patriotic Ameri-
cans who simply want the chance to be able 
to raise their hand and pledge to defend our 
nation without unnecessary burdens. 

I urge my colleagues to support the Kline- 
Hunter-Andrews-Polis amendment. 

f 

HONORING THYRA THOMSON 

HON. CYNTHIA M. LUMMIS 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 14, 2013 

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
a great American from my home state of Wyo-
ming, Thyra Thomson. 

The quintessential Wyoming Secretary of 
State, Thyra Thomson served for 24 years as 
Wyoming’s second highest elected official and 
advocate-in-chief for all things Wyoming. 

Thyra tirelessly engaged and mentored Wy-
oming people to be caring thought leaders for 
Wyoming’s unique communities and culture. 

Thyra was impeccably put together, inquisi-
tive, well-traveled and well-read, and quick to 
initiate fascinating conversation. 

Her encouragement and support of me and 
countless others around the state helped to 
build the unique Wyoming culture and its tap-
estry of compelling individuals. 

Thyra survives through her family, her role 
in Wyoming history and her inspiration to her 
many friends of all ages. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SALLY RIDE’S 
LEGACY 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 14, 2013 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the legacy of Sally Ride. 

On June 18, 1983, Dr. Sally Ride became 
the first American woman in space aboard the 
space shuttle Challenger—the first of her two 
flights as mission specialist. 

The former astronaut, physicist, educator 
and space advocate left behind a legacy of 
accomplishments when she died last year at 
the age of 61. Her legacy continues to inspire 
and motivate young women with an interest in 
science, technology, math and engineering, 
while the company she founded advances 
those interests. 

We acknowledge Dr. Ride’s advocacy for 
young women in the fields of science, tech-
nology, engineering and math– a precursor to 
the ‘‘STEM’’ programs we know are so impor-
tant today. As a strong proponent of STEM 
education and allied programs I will continue 
to applaud Dr. Ride’s effort to encourage inter-
est in science, space, and the technical fields 
by blazing a path for other women to follow. 

f 

HONORING ERMA SCOTT 
BRIDGEWATER 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 14, 2013 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the accomplished life 
of Mrs. Erma Scott Bridgewater who passed 
away on Tuesday April 2, 2013. She was a 
lifelong resident of Champaign, Illinois where 
she graduated from Champaign Senior High 
School and from the University of Illinois in 
1937 with a degree in Sociology and a minor 
in Psychology. 

Mrs. Erma Scott Bridgewater went on to 
work at the City of Champaign’s Department 
of Recreation as the director of the Douglas 
Center. There she became an influential part 
of numerous children’s lives as the girls’ track 
and softball coach, a mentor for the Douglas 
Center Drum Corps and Drill Team, as well as 
a chaperone for skating parties and Friday 
night dances. 
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